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The National Museum of Cambodia and the Dr.Nancy Beavan,
University of Otago and Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts

Are pleased to invite you to

THE OPENING CEREMONY OF THE TEMPORARY EXHIBITION

“LiIvING 1N THE SHADOW oF ANGKOR”

1¥ October 2015, 5:00pm at the National Museum of Cambodia
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Street 13 Preah Bat Ang Eng, Sangkat Chey Chumneas, Khan Daun Penh, Phnom Penh
Tel/Fax: +855 23 211 753 / 012984057/ Email: museum_cam@camnet.com.kh
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Archaeological and anthropological research on Khmer culture has mainly focused on
the magnificence of Angkor, the center of vast Khmer empire that controlled much of
Southeast Asia between the 9thand 15th centuries, until the unseating of its last
dynastic king in 1431. Yet the achievements of the Khmer during the history of Angkor
overshadow our consideration of the untold histories of other social groups that also

lived during the Angkorian period.
In this exhibit we begin to piece together the histories of people who live apart from

Angkor, the Khmer Daeum. These are the ethnic minorities of the Highland. Their
history was very nearly lost. Their only traces in the archaeological record are their
burial practices in remote mountainous sites in the Cardamom Mountains.

This project has developed a radiocarbon chronology for the sites which place this
Highland burial ritual in the 15th to 17th centuries AD, a time coincident with a period
of economic, political, and societal transformations in the lowland Angkor polity. We
also focus on conservation of these sites for the future. These burial sites are a rich
contribution to the archaeological history of Khmer. A Highland people whose only

trace are a singular funerary style secreted away in cave in the mountain.

We thank our Sponsors for their generous support of this Exhibit.





